
100 Essential Greek Words

These are the most common words in Ancient Greek. They make up
some 50% of the running words in typical Greek text. The short glosses
for nouns, adjectives, and verbs give the most common meanings; for
particles, any gloss is only approximate.

Pronouns, pronominal adjectives, article
aÎtìc she, he, it
áautoÜ herself, himself, reflexive pronoun
âg¸ I
å the, definite article
íc who, relative pronoun
ístic whoever, anyone who
sÔ you
tic who, indefinite
tÐc who, interrogative

Conjunctions, adverbs, particles
�ll� but
�n particle used in some conditional or generalizing clauses
g�r for
ge emphasizes previous word
dè and, but, mild, unemphatic sentence connective
d  similar to dè but stronger
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â�n if
eÊ if
âpeÐ when
êti yet, still
¢ than, whether
Ñna so that
kaÐ and
m�llon rather, more
mèn adversative or contrastive, with dè, or expressing certainty
m  not
nÜn now
íti that
oÎdè nor, not
oÎ not
oÞn therefore, really
oÖte nor, not
oÕtwc thus
p�lin again, back
te and
±c as
¹sper just as, just like, just so
¹ste in order to, therefore

Prepositions
Many of these are also used as verb prefixes.
�n� up
�pì from
di� through
eÊc into
âk out from
ân in
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âpÐ on
kat� down
met� behind, with
par� beside, along
perÐ around
prìc toward, at the side of
Ípì under

Verbs

boÔlomai, boul somai, -, -, beboÔlhmai, âboul jhn wish, be willing
gÐgnomai or gÐnomai, gen somai, âgenìmhn, gègona, gegènhmai, - become, come
into being
deÐknumi, deÐxw, êdeixa, dèdeiqa, dèdeigmai, âdeÐqjhn show, point out
dÐdwmi, d¸sw, êdwka, dèdwka, dèdomai, âdìjhn give
dokèw, dìxw, êdwxa, - dèdogmai, âdìqjhn expect, imagine
dÔnamai, dun somai, -, -, dedÔnhmai, âdun jhn be able
eÊmÐ, êsomai, -, -, -, - be
eÚpon say, see lègw

êrqomai, âleÔsomai, ªljon, âl luja, -, - come
ârÀ ask, see lègw

êqw, éxw or sq sw, êsqwn, êsqhka, êsqhmai, - have
kalèw, kalÀ, âk�lesa, kèklhka, kèklhmai, âkl jhn call
lamb�nw, l yomai, êlabon, eÒlhfa, eÒlhmmai, âl fjhn take
lègw, ârÀ or lèxw, eÚpon or êlexa, eÒrhka, eÒrhmai or lèlegmai, âlèxqhn or
ârr jhn say
oÚda, eÒsomai, -, -, -, - know
ær�w, îyomai, eÚdon, áìraka or á¸raka, á¸ramai or Âmmai, ºfjhn see
poièw poi sw, âpoÐhsa, pepoÐhka, pepoÐhmai, âpoi jhn make
fhmÐ, f sw, êfhsa, -, -, - say

Nouns and adjectives

�gajìc, - , -ìn good
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�lloc, -h, -on other
�n r, �ndrìc, å man
�njrwpoc, -ou, å person
�rq , -¨c, � beginning, power, rule
basileÔc, basilèwc, å king
gun , gunaikìc, � woman
dÔnamic, dun�mewc, � power
dÔo two
eÙc, mÐa, én one
ékastoc, -h, -on each
âkeØnoc, -h, -o that one
éteroc, -a, -on other
jeìc, jeoÜ, å or � god, goddess
kalìc, - , -ìn beautiful
kÔrioc, -on, å lord, master
lìgoc, -on, å word, thought, reason
mègac, meg�lh, mèga big
mìnoc, -h, -on alone, only
oÙoc, -a, -on such as
ísoc, -h, -on as much as
oÎdeÐc, oÎdemÐa, oÎdèn no one, nothing
oÝtoc, aÕth, toÜto this
p�c, p�sa, p�n all
pìlic, pìlewc, � city, city-state
polÔc, poll , polÔ much
prìteroc, -a, -on first
sÀma, s¸matoc, tì body
toioÜtoc, toiaÔth, toioÜto such
uÉìc, uÉoÜ, å son
qrìnoc, -ou, å time
yuq , -¨c, � soul
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